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causes which they see or believe, in spite of their
being referable to other causes about which they
are ignorant or sceptical.

79. When, then, controversialists go through the ex-
isting accounts of ecclesiastical miracles, and explain
one after another on the hypothesis of natural causes;
when they resolve a professed vision into a dream, a
possession into epilepsy or madness, a prophecy into
a sagacious conjecture, a recovery into the force of
imagination, they are but expressing their own dis-
belief in the Grace committed to the Church; and of
course they are consistent in denying its outward
triumphs, when they have no true apprehension of its
inward power. Those, on the other hand, who realize
that the bodies of the Saints were in their lifetime the
Temples of the Holiest, and are hereafter to rise again,
will fe,el no offence at the report of miracles wrought
through them; nor ought those who believe in the
existence of evil spirits to have any difficulty at the
notion of demoniacal possession and exorcism. And
it may be taken as a general truth, that where there is
an admission of Catholic doctrines, there no prejudice
will exist against the Ecclesiastical Miracles; while
those who disbelieve the existence among us of the
hidden Power, will eagerly avail themselves of every
plea for explaining away its open manifestations. All
that can be objected here is, that miracles which admit
of this double reference to causes natural and super-